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Powering Progress
Expanding Access
Enriching Community

The Foundation's 2024-25 fiscal year has been an exciting year
of transition: A new Library Director; fresh leadership on the
Board of Trustees as well as on the Foundation Board; and a
newly created Executive Director position for our Foundation-
with Nina Robertson helming the NRPLF's organizational and
development efforts. Unfortunately, new challenges have

also arisen: Important library programs are under funding
pressure, reminding us how essential community support is to
their future.

We are enormously thankful for you, our donors, who support
our Library's essential mission and our ability to keep serving
the community in new and expansive ways. The Foundation
is more than its Board and its dedicated volunteer efforts
- itis YOU and your generosity that allow us to have
impact. We are - quite truthfully - nothing without you.

In this report, you'll learn how your generosity this past year
has enhanced literacy, inspired learning and enrichment and
helped to build community and connection among

New Rochelle’s diverse populations and neighborhoods.

With gratitude,

Stepohante Tomeer
Roaorete Rolelt

Board Co-Presidents, 2024-25



LITERACY &
CHILDREN'S SERVICES

Foundation Support Is Transforming

Children's Services - Engaging,
Empowering and Inspiring

Alove of learning, reading and exploring begins early on, and if
not encouraged can impede school success. Thanks to the ongoing
generosity of our Foundation donors, the Children’s Room has
been able to launch new programs, expand access to literacy
tools, and better serve families across our community.
Following are examples of specific ways Foundation dollars allowed
our Children's librarians to think bigger, reach farther, and make a
lasting difference in the lives of New Rochelle's youngest learners
this past year.

An Expanded Read-Along Collection
Shaping confident readers, engaged learners, and joyful families

Your funding greatly expanded the Children’s Room'’s Read Along
Book Collection—featuring built-in audio that advances early literacy
and fosters independent reading. This year, focus was on phonics-
based and decodable titles, tools used to build foundational
reading skills.

Gaming for Growth and Connection

Equipment purchased with Foundation dollars — a new TV, media
cart, and Nintendo Switch — launched a weekly gaming program
that has been a huge hit with our Tweens. This has had added
benefits for special populations. One father and his son have

In 2024, the Library averaged 127
Read-Along circulations per month. In 2025,

that average has been 152 per month, and we
expect those numbers to continue climbing.

become weekly regulars, bonding with one another and connecting
with other children in meaningful ways through these valuable
programs. The new TV/media cart has also been utilized to support
class visits, afterschool enrichment programs, and specially-
scheduled author presentations.

The Huguenot Children’s Library and the

Foundation: A Story of Community Impact
Every smile, song, splash, and story hour is made possible by your
investment in our youngest library-goers.

Your donated dollars support and expand a vibrant calendar of
programs that nurture imagination and curiosity, including:

v~ Summer Fun on the Patio, where over 3,300 patrons
joined us in July and August

v Author Visits
v Weekend workshops and STEM activities
v Live International Music Performances

v Visits from animal experts from the
Stamford Museum and Nature Center

v/ Baby Rhyme Time
v StoryArt
v Lego Engineers
v YogaTots, Wiggle and Giggle, Nature Tales
v Art Classes with NRHS Art Honors Society
v/ And much more
With your continued partnership, we'll bring in more artists,

educators, and program ideas that spark wonder and learning
for all who visit the HCL.

9,506 children attended early

literacy programs- every single
child touched your support!




LEARNING &
ENRICHMENT FOR ALL

Your generosity fuels programs that innovate, expand
access, and inspire learning-from teen services and
music to digital access and cultural enrichment.

A VIBRANT SPACE FOR TEENS

The Library's second floor Teen Room is an active, busy space:
Within its clubhouse atmosphere, teens learn and explore

in interactive, creative ways. These spaces also provide vital
opportunities for tweens and teens to connect face-to-face, building
friendships and community in real life.

Revitalizing the Collection of Favorite Titles

Foundation dollars were used to freshen the collection of books
our teens love the most-replacing heavily used titles with fresh
new copies.

Expanding How Teens Learn: STEAM PATHWAYS

To complement the demand for test prep and science books,
STEAM-focused Pathways — preloaded, handheld devices that offer
an interactive, visual learning alternative — were added to the Teen
Room, offering flexible and accessible ways to engage with science,
math, and tech topics. These devices are especially impactful for
visual Learners.

VR Headset Upgrade:

Keeping Up with Demand and Technology

VR Game Night is one of the most popular teen programs at

the Library, resulting in a lot of wear and tear on headsets and
other equipment. Your contributions allowed us to upgrade and
modernize our equipment to ensure that programs remain current
and able to continue to excite, engage, and connect teens through
virtual worlds and creative play.

MUSIC

Expanding the Bliss

Music Collection

The Library's Bliss Music Center
holds one of the largest music
collections in Westchester
County, containing 4,000 CDs in active circulation, and nearly
3,000 pieces of sheet music. This past year we added 2,500
additional CD's to enhance this unique resource, as well as 20 new
shelving units to create space for future acquisitions.
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DIGITAL ACCESS

Expanding Access, One Hotspot At a Time:

Donors Help Close the Digital Divide

Your generosity helps put technology in the hands of those who
need it most, turning the library into a bridge to equity, education,
and empowerment.

The NRPL Foundation is extremely proud of our HOTSPOT lending
program, begun during the Pandemic to make Internet access
available to community members facing barriers to getting online.
With all 30 hotspots in constant use and patrons waiting for devices
to become available, it's clear that there is still abundant need. Your
dollars help us reach even more residents who rely on the library for
essential digital access:

v Families without affordable home Internet,
who use hotspots to stay connected to school, work,
and vital services.

v Students trying to keep up with school assignments
and remote learning.

v Job seekers applying for work and attending
virtual interviews.

v Seniors and vulnerable adults using the Internet
for telehealth, communication, and accessing
trusted information.

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT

Museum Pass Program: Powered by Donor Support
Assignature program of the Library Foundation, The Museum Pass
continues to be one of the Library's most valued and well-used
offerings, giving families and individuals free access to world-
class cultural institutions in the Metropolitan NY area.

This past year, we were able to add new passes and increase
availability for some of our most in-demand destinations. The
Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum continues to draw year-round
interest, especially during summer months, while Storm King Art
Center remains a seasonal favorite. We also proudly introduced
access to the 9/11 Memorial & Museum in November 2024-a
significant and meaningful addition.

Your ongoing support allows us to enhance a program that brings
joy, learning, and cultural enrichment to thousands of residents
each year. Whether it's a child's first trip to the museum, a family
outing on a budget, or a senior citizen exploring New York's
treasures, your contributions make it happen.

Thanks to donor support, over 4,300
teens engaged with the Teen Room
this year — discovering passions,
developing skills, and connecting
with peers in a welcoming,

creative environment.



CONNECTING IMPORTANT FACILITIES

THE LIBRARY TO Ottty
Your donations power major construction projects at the Library,
-l—H E CO M M U N |TY providing essential matching dollars required to access New York
State Public Library Construction grants. Over the years, these
R DS s e L el vital matching dollars have generated nearly a million dollars in

; ; o government grants.
connect with the community through modernization,
outreach and events that bring people together. THIS YEAR'S FOUNDATION MATCHING
DOLLARS FUNDED:

CELEBRATING * Phase Two of the Noise Abatement Project — A long-

awaited upgrade at the Main Library reduced noise
COM M U N |TY CON N ECTlONS throughout the building with new high-performance
acoustic panels in the lobby, teen room, and other
common spaces — creating a more comfortable,

Cocktails & Conversation with Ben Yagoda . >
welcoming environment for all.

One of our signature events, C & Cis always a spirited evening

of conversation, community, and celebration! Supporters * Huguenot Children’s Library Restroom
gathered at Alvin & Friends to mingle over cocktails and hors Improvements - Both restrooms were completely
d'oeuvres before enjoying a lively discussion with acclaimed reconfigured to be family-friendly, ADA-compliant and
author Ben Yagoda and moderator Amy Bass, NRPLF board safer, significantly improving the daily experience for
member. Guests left inspired and energized by the reminder the thousands of children and families who use the
of how libraries spark connection and ideas. HCL each year.
| Scaveganza 2.0 CHILDREN'S
Back by popular demand! First
launched in 2022, Scaveganza | GARDEN OUTDOOR
| LEARNING SPACE

returned this year bigger and
better. Eighteen spirited teams
fanned out across New Rochelle,
tackling history-inspired space in the Library's Children’s

challenges dreamed up by ' ~ Garden, made possible through
City Historian Barbara Davis a$250,000 federal ARPA grant secured by the Foundation in

while building camaraderie and partnership with the City of New Rochelle. The pavilion will provide
community pride. a permanent venue for storytimes, teen activities, and community
programs, with completion expected in October 2025.

In fall 2025, groundbreaking
began on a new outdoor program

With the leadership of co-chairs Sharon Weekes and Mica Wilson,
and the generosity of our donors, Scaveganza 2.0 raised nearly While the grant covers construction, philanthropic support

$70,000 to support library programs and services. from our community will ensure the pavilion is beautifully
furnished, fully programmed, and ready to welcome children,

teens, and families for years to come.

MODERN TOOLS FOR Meeting Room Tables: High-Impact Upgrade

New mobile flip-top tables, purchased with your donated dollars,

A MODERN LIBRARY enhance a multitude of programs and make moving, storage and

setup so much easier. They've supported everything from AARP Tax Aid
New Website Implementation and and staff training, to Trivia Nights, adult art workshops, and children’s
New Logo Design LEGO programs.
Foundation dollars are being used to design a more accessible,
modern website - so important in the digital age - to make it easier
for the community to learn about the Library's many services and
free events.

Community StoryWalk

The Library is developing a Story Walk in Huguenot Park, funded again
through your generosity. Once in place, this project will offer families
an engaging, literacy-focused outdoor experience in one of the city's

Branded Tent for Offsite Events most beloved green spaces.
An important tool for outreach, visibility and community connection.



OUR BOARD

Our Board of Directors is composed of
dedicated volunteers who provide fiscal
oversight, raise funds, advocate for the
Library, and guide the Foundation's
overall direction. We extend our sincere
gratitude to the public servants who
comprised our Board in 2024:

OFFICERS

Co-Presidents
Roderic Rolett
Stephanie L. Tomei

This Year's
Support to the
Library Totaling

18%
Technology

%
Vice President -

Lynn Green $ 1 5 5 ’ 6 O 4 Upglj-:::lae? 28%

Secretary
Dr. Cheryl Archbald

Treasurer
Joan F. Clarke

Assistant Treasurer
Roderic Rolett

Immediate Past President
Chris Selin

BOARD MEMBERS

Dr. Amy Bass

Leslie Margot Demus
Judith Factor

Hon. Timothy C. Idoni
Theresa Kump Leghorn
M. Lori Morrow

Leslie Newman
Derrick Owens

Erin Harrell Riley
Lucia Speight

Sharon Weekes

Mica Wilson

EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS

Marjorie Bliss

Bill Handelman (1993-2019)
Alisa Kesten

Mary Jane Reddington

EX-OFFICIO DIRECTOR

Lucille Renwick
President
New Rochelle Public Library Board of Trustees

LIBRARY DIRECTOR
Eugenia Schatoff
New Rochelle Public Library

FOUNDATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Nina Robertson
New Rochelle Public Library Foundation

Community
Programming

Support the Library You Love

Every gift keeps our Library strong for generations.

Give online, by mail, or explore legacy giving.
Visit NRPLFoundation.org or scan the QR code.

Huguenot Children's Library

Of the total support provided this year, $30,000 was dedicated to the Huguenot
Children’s Library for vital improvements and children’s programming that enhance

the daily experience of children and families.

LIBRARY STATISTICS

Community Engagement

e Over 4,300 teens took partin
vibrant programs, discovering

new passions and building skills.

* Over 26,000 children and
family members attended 973
children's programs, sparking
curiosity and creativity for
young minds.

* 10,308 children and teens
participated in our Summer
Reading Program, helping
them maintain important
literacy skills during the
summer months.

e 55,402 adults attended 4,676
live and virtual program
sessions, enriching their
lives with new ideas, skills
and connections.

Circulation Services
e 751,000 library visitors walked

through our doors this year to
learn, connect and grow.

e 28,212 computer sessions

provided access to technology for
those who need it most.

Literacy Programs & Support
* 9,506 children attended early

literacy programs setting them
on the path to reading success.

4,973 adults attended adult
literacy programs improving
their skills and opening doors
to new opportunities.

324 total program sessions

for English Speakers of Other
Languages were held with 3,966
attendees helping non-native
speakers build confidence

and fluency.
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Support the Library You Love

Every gift keeps our Library strong for generations.

Give online, by mail, or explore legacy giving.
Visit NRPLFoundation.org or scan the QR code.

Connecting the Community

and Building for the Future

Your donations help keep the Library vibrant - a place where
people of all ages come together to learn, explore, and connect.

Every gift makes a difference. You can give online, by mail,
or through a legacy gift to help secure the Library's future.

Giving is easy.
* Donate online at NRPLFoundation.org with a credit card.

* Mail a check payable to NRPL Foundation at:
NRPL Foundation
One Library Plaza
New Rochelle, NY 10801

e Consider leaving a legacy gift through your
estate plans to ensure the Library's future.
Scan the QR code to learn more
or give today.

The NRPL Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable entity, Federal Tax ID #13-3712927




